Writing a Synthesis

A synthesis combines of two or more summaries in a thoughtful or meaningful way.  It is not just two summaries together, but is organized around a theme or thesis comparing and contrasting two or more summaries. You are offering more of your opinions here – not just summarizing data. You should be making a statement about them.  The goal of your synthesis is to present information in a way the reader can see you have analyzed the material, but also see where the overlaps and differences are. It makes sense of the data and helps the reader understand them in greater depth. Below are steps and tips for writing a successful synthesis:
1. Introduction
· Start with your thesis statement and introduce the data you will be synthesizing.

2. Body
· Present each of the strategies you used to collect data as summaries first; these summaries should not be as long as a summary paper.  This is a more condensed version highlighting the main points of the article, but not necessarily each detail. 
· Next, include a paragraph that compares the data you found and discuss what this means. What does it tell you? What should happen as a result of this data? This is where you are demonstrating you are seeing these articles in conjunction with one another. 

3. Conclusion 
· When you have finished your paper, write a conclusion reminding readers of the most significant themes you found and the ways they connect to the overall topic. You may also want to suggest further research or comment on items which were not possible for you to discuss in the paper. 

	Criteria
	4

	Introduction 


	· The student has written a thesis statement which connects more than one article.  The student has introduced the articles that will be synthesized.

	Body 


	The student has multiple paragraphs to summarize the articles that are being synthesized.
· The student has a paragraph about the similarities and differences between the two (or more) articles demonstrating you are seeing these articles in conjunction with one another.
The student demonstrates a clear understanding of how these articles can be viewed side-by-side and contribute to a greater conversation about the topic chosen.

	Conclusion 


	· The conclusion reminds readers of the most significant themes you have found and the ways they connect to the overall topic. 
The student demonstrates they have processed the texts and related them to their own practice and world.

	Overall 


	· The summary is without errors in terms of spelling, sentence use, grammar, and proper citations.  The student provides the proper APA citations for the articles at the end of the synthesis
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